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New York, Friday, February 117, 1803.

THK SITUATION.
The rebels appear to be actively engaged in

making raids on this side of the Rappuhannock.
It is stated by a Washington journal that on the
night before last a picket guard of Union cavalry,
on the f'hnntilly roads, out from Centreville, was
pounced upon, aud all but one ruan captured, by a

force of a hundred rebels, after tiring two rounds.
It is a'<o ascertained that a number of the enemy
crossed the river the same night at Kelly's Ford,
a few miles from Rappahannock Station, threaten¬
ing Stafford Court House; that quite a large body
of them occupy Wnrrenton, and that Stonewall
Jackson is pushing up the valley towards Stras-
burg.
By tin arrival from Port Royal we are putin pos¬

session of further information concerning the diffe¬
rence between Generals Hunter and Foster, the
leading facts of which we before published. Ge¬
neral Hunter lias peremptorily ordered the staff of
General Foster to leave his department and pro¬
ceed NTorth by the first steamer; and he has abo
put General Stevenson, of General Foster's corps,
under arrest at Hilton Ileail, for staling in conver¬
sation with his brother officers that he objected to
the employment of Degro troops in the govern¬
ment service, and that ha wonld as soon be beaten
br employ tliem as soldiers. However, as General
Foster has since gone to Washington for instruc¬
tions and again returned to Port Royal, it is pro¬
bable that the difficulty aa to the commands will
he all settled, and everything will be soon right
again.
The news from the West is important. From

Kentucky we learn that the enemy were retreat¬
ing from the State by way of Mount Sterling and
Hazel Green, and that Colonel Kunkle, with a

force of eighteen hundred men, was pursuing
them. On the other hand, despatches from Cin¬
cinnati tell various stories of the progress of the
Kentucky raid.one to the effect that Gen. Breck¬
inridge is advancing on Lexington with twenty
thousand rebels, and that ear troops ware falling
back upon that point. The Union transport
Hetty Oilman, with foraga and provisions, was

captured by a band of Morgan's guerillas at a

point five miles from Woodbury, on Barren river,
and fears were entertained that the ateumcr D. B.
Campbell, bound for Bowling Green, would share
the same fate.

Tlic rebels were overtaken yesterday near Mt.
Sterling, and were completely beaten, after a brink
fight.
The capture of the ram Queen of the West ia con¬

firmed by an arrival at Cairo. The destruction of
a rebel steamer by the IndianoU near Port Hud¬
son is reported. A full and highly interesting de¬
scription of her daring run through the blockade
at Vicksburg is given to-day in our correspondence
from the headquarters of (icncral ('.rant's army.
Much suffering is said to exist at Vicksburg. and
deserters from there state that unless relief soon

arrives the rebels will be compelled to evacuate
the place.

A eownrdly attac k was made on Wednesday by
a rc'x'l ban 1 upon a train of cars, tilled with peo¬
ple, going from Louisville to Nashville, at a place
named Woodburn, twelve miles below Rowling
Green. The cara were burned, and the locomotive
was sent ahead in the hope that it would come into
collision with an up paasenger train; but owing to
the state of the roada the plan failed.
The schooner Wra. Stairs, which arrived at Hali¬

fax yesterday from Trinidad, reporta that on Feb¬
ruary 10, In latitude 27, longitude 08, she ex¬

changed signals with the Alabama. She first
showed the federal and then the Confederate (lag.
A despatch from Charleston to the Savannah

Itt)ivhHran, dated the 14th, saya that three steam
ere (the Ruby, Leopard and Wagner) from Nassau
on tha oth, arrived there that morning with valua¬
ble cargoes; and that the steamer Douglass ran
out successfully last night and took Hon. James
B. Clay, of Kentucky, for Liverpool. It continues
to say that the blockade is virtually raised, as not
a <un wus fired at any of these vessels.
A Liverpool letter of February #, in the Man*

Chester Exnmirur, noticing the arrival of the
American food ship George Grlswold at Liverpool,
mentions, as showing the way in which some peo¬
ple reciprocate the sympathy of onr transatlantic
brethren, the fact that as the George Grlswold was
coming into port with succor for our distressed
operatives, the steamer Dolphin was sailing out
w th a cargo of munition* of war, &c., en route,
via Nassau, for a Confederate port.
The I'aria Jfoioftfur contains decreet confirming

two nomination to the rank of Knight in the Le¬
gion of Honor, made by the commander-in-chief
Of the expedition in Mexico. General Woll has
also been promoted to tU« rauk 01 cotsffisud ,*r in
the same Ordefc

CONGRESS.
In the Seu.iU- yesterday, the President wan re-

quested to communicate any correspondence which

may hare taken place between himself ami the
! workingmeu of England. l*rcsident l^incoln'e let¬
ter to the workingmen of Manchester was pub-
li.-Ued iii yesterday'a Hvkald. A joint resolution
to facilitnte a representation of our industrial inte¬
rests at the exhibition at Hamburg, was reported.
A resolution for a select committee to inquire into
the conduct of Colonel Gilbert, who dispersed a
meeting at Frankfort, Ky., receutly, was laid
over. Bills to oarry into effect the treaty with
Peru, sud providing another judge for the
courts of California and Oregon, were passed. A
resolution was offered having in view a limitation
of the number of paymasters, quartermasters and
commissaries of volunteers. The resolution of
inquiry concerning the arrest of D. A. Mahony and
others was indefinitely postponed.31 against 19.
The bill to reorganise the engineer corps was dis¬
cussed and recommitted to the Military Committee.
The bill organising the militia was received fronsthe
House Hnd the amendments ordered to be printed.
A motion to take up the Bankrupt bill was agreed
to by a vote of 28 against 16, and the Benate then
went into executive session and confirmed several
unimportant nominations.

In the House of Representatives a bill to pnaish
frauds on the government was passed. The Senate
bill for the appointment of additional generals was
passed. It provides for forty major generals and
onr hundred brigadier generals; also, that no ap¬pointment shall be made except for gallant and
meritorious service in tho field. Mr. Stevens
made a report on the disagreeing votea
of the two bouses on the bill to provide
means for the support of the government. All the
points were covered, excepting the clause taxing
.jank notes. The report was agreed to by a vote
of 71 yeas to 69 nays. Tho House insisted npon
its bunk clause disagreement, and the subject will
be referred to a new conference committee. In
Committee of the Whole the amendments to the
Internal Revenue bill were considered. An amend¬
ment reducing the duty on paper was offered by
Mr. Lovejoy, but was opposed as irrelevant, and
subsequently withdrawn. It was stated, however,
that a bill reducing the duty on paper will be
introduced at a future time.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the State Senate yesterday several bills were

introduced, among which w&s one to amend the
law in relation to burglary, bringing under the
head of that crime the breaking open of railroad
cars, canal boats, or any place where goods are
stored. A concurrent resolution was introduced
urging on the general government the payment to
families of deceased soldiers arrears of money duo
for service in the army, and also the payment to
counties in the State of sums due them. The reso¬
lution providing that suflicient funds to pay tip to
the present time all the troops from thisStato
shall be advanced from the State treasury. in the
form of a loan to the national government, was
referred to the Judiciary Coiumitftec, with instruc¬
tions to report a bill to that effect. A statement
ol the condition of the savings banks of the State
was received from tha Superintendent of the Bank¬
ing Department. A number of local bills were
under consideration.

In the Assembly the bill to enable the Croton
Board to hold certain land on the upper part of
the island, to facilitate the supplying of water to
that part of the city, was ordered to a third read¬
ing, as also that for the appointment of a State
Commissioner of Lunacy. Several matters not of
general interest were acted npon. A considerable
portion of the day'a session was taken np in a dis¬
cussion on the Governor's message.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
The Board of Aldermen held two sessions yes¬

terday, and transacted a great deal of business.
The report of the Committee on Wharves,
Piers and Slips, presented by their Chairman,
Alderman Boole, is a most important document,
and if properly acted upon will prove a source of
immense future revenue to the city, as well as

recovering millions of unpaid rents for the use of
municipal property. Boole, of Japanese notoriety,
is determined to immortalize himself in local legis¬
lation, and if he succeeds in turning into the oity
coffers funds which they have been for years
defrauded of he will get the thanks of the over¬
burdened taxpayers. A ballot was taken for the
Harbor Defence Commissioners, which resulted in
the appointment of Aldermen Henry, Mitchell,
Hardy, Boole and Ottiwell. Fire Marshal Baker
sent in his semi-annual report, which shows that
he is performing his duty well, and by his prompt¬
ness quelling incendiarisms in a gratifying degree.
Amendments were made to the ordinance to con¬
tinue an additional aid of $500,000 for the families
of volunteers, and it was again sent, as amended,
to the Councilman. The Board adjourned to Mon¬
day next, at one o'clock.
A regular meeting of the Board of Counciluien

was held last evening. A committee of confe¬
rence was appointed, to confer with a similar com¬
mittee from the Board of Aldermen, in reference
to the action to be taken on the ordinance for tiie
relief of the families of volunteers. The commit*
tee reported In favor of receding from the amend¬
ments adopted at the last meeting of the Board,
and the ordinance was returned to the Aldermen
in its original form, to be amended by them if ne¬

cessary. The Harlem Railroad Company present¬
ed a petition against the removal, by the Street
Commissioner, of the turnouts they had laid down
without municipal authority. Referred to the
Committee on Railroads. The Board ballottcd for
Harbor Defence Commissioners, when the follow¬
ing members were elected:.Jones, Brice, Hayes,
Haughtalin and Itepper. The Comptroller sent in
his usual fortnightly statement of the relief afford¬
ed to families of volunteers, from which it appears
that during the fortnight ending on the 21st in¬
stant, 37,000 persons were relieved, at an expense
of $05,851. A resolution was adopted, directing
the Comptroller to inform the Board what amount
of money was paid to each of the Corporation pa¬
pers during the year 1602, for city and county ad¬
vertising. A resolution of concurrence was adopt¬
ed, directing the appointment, in the Bureau of the
Public Administrator, of a special agent, at an

annual salary of $2,000, to take charge of and set¬
tle the estates of deceased soldiers from this city.
The Family Aid Ordinance, as amended by the
Board of Aldermen, waa concnrred in, and the
Board adjourned until Monday evening next at
four o'clock.
The regular fortnightly meeting of the Commis-

sinners of Charities and Correction took plnce
yesterday. A communication waa received from
Comptroller Brennnn, calling the attention of the
Board to the " act of 1817, of the Legislature,"
appropriating 110.000 nnnnnlly for the relief of
destitute foreigner# and strnngers, and asking why
thia money haa not been paid sinea 1840. The
Board replied, thanking the Comptroller, and
ataling that the Legislature had not conformed to
the net since 1840, and that no good reason ap¬
peared to them why the appropriation should not
be regularly made. There waa no farther bnsi-
ness of public interest. The number in the public
iustitations la 0,787--an Increase of eighteen
for the week. The number admitted was 1,429,
and the number discharged, transferred, and who
died, wa-< 1,411.
, An injunction has been issued to restrain the
Board of Aldermen from voting upon the Kuhjeet
of revoking the privileges granted to Commodore
\ andwrbilt of pier No. 1 North river in.1853.

Id th> Hvieri.>r Court a man named Dickie re-
Ct'v« ed s v'rfflrt of |1 750 dannge* against Mf.
AndcrsM, of U-penard tieet. for iRjnry sustained

by a fall through a grate, used a* a covering fw a
coal vault, nod which waa imperfectly fastened.
Judge I laniard haa ordered a utay of proceedings

for live days m the case of Hr. Taylor' luaudamua
againat Comptroller Breuaau respecting the pay¬
ment of the Fort (ianaevoort property purchase
money.
The case of Jacob Weiler, indicted in the Court

of General Sessions far the murder of his wife in
August last, was concluded yesterday. The jury,
after being out nearly four hours, brought in a
verdict of guilty of murder in the second degree,
the penalty for which ia imprisonment for life or
not less than tan years, according to the discretion
of the Court. The prisoner was remanded for
sentence.
A letter received in this city from Tarragons,

Spain, states that an Amsrican seaman, named
David Mason, was mardered on the mole, in that
place, on or about the 15th ult. The deoeosed is
said to have a wife and children residing in this
oity.
A letter from Bangkok, Siam, of the 29th of

November, aanonncea the death of a child of
Captain and Mrs. Emery, of the American bark
Algonquin, at tkat place, on the 27th of the same
month.
The slock and gold markets were very variable and ir¬

regular yesterday. At the mornlag board slooks were
ell lower, bet la the afternoon they rallied to the prices
of last svaalag. OoM sold as low as 168X sad as high
aa 172, dosing 1T1X bid. Bxcfeaage eotdetlM. Money
waa abundant at 6 a 7 per cent on end.
Xbe demand wee lees active to* breadstuff* yesterday.

Pricesware fe. a too. tones <br fleas, la. a as. tor oora,
and heavy tor wheat. Perk deoiiaed 12Xc. a 29c. per
bbl, with lighter sdlea. Lard, baeon and out meats were
active at advancing rates. Beef wnff quiet. There was
leas aulasalio* la groeertae, whiskey and tobdsee, while
hides, Unseed off, tallow and weal were freely sought
after. Cflttoa war vary dull at 00c a Sic. tor middling.
The auction sale ofsola leather resulted quite satisfactorily.
Tbo freight market was decidedly brisker and closed with
more firmness.

Congress nag the Rebellion.President
Lincoln aa a Temporary Dictator.

The important measures which have Jately
passed, and other* which are now under con¬
sideration in the two houses of Congress, wil
leave no excuse for a failure on the part of the
present administration to put an end to the re¬
bellion. With the closing of the present ses¬
sion President Lincoln will be practically in¬
vested with all the powers of a dictator. The
scope of his authority and discretion as Presi¬
dent of the United States will hardly be less
than that of Louis Napoleon as Emperor of
France. Our whole political system of the
peace establishment, including the subordina¬
tion of the federal government to the will of the
States and the people, will be reversed; for the
States and the people will be rendered subor¬
dinate to the will of the federal administration.
And this will be done, too, through the duly
elected representatives of the States and the
poople in Congress assembled.
This most remarkable political revolution is

now within a few days of its consummation.
The Militia bill, which has passed, places under
the control of the President, for the purposes of
this war, ail the militia of the United States;
the Banking bill, which has passed, and the
Treasury note or financial bill, which is under
consideration, will invest him with an almost
unlimited power over the banks, finances and
currency of the country: and that other bill
which is pending before the House, providing
for the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus,
will give him full authority over the liberties of
the individual citizen. In a word, we may say
that with the adjournment of this Congress, on

the 4th of March, President Lincoln, for the two
years remaining of his term of office, will be
clothed with dictatorial powers, political, mili¬
tary and financial, over State and citizen, and by
the action of Congress, and under the authority
of the constitution.

This organic insirumeat. and tb« laws passed
in pursuanee thereof, constitute the supreme
law of the land. Nor do we think it can be suc¬

cessfully denied or contested that, in straining
Ha warlike authority to the establishment at
Washington of a temporary dictatorship, Con¬
gress, in the acts indicated, has passed the bar¬
riers of the constitution. The legislative power
of Congress in regard to the militia, in cases of
invasion or rebellion, and over the financial af¬
fairs of the country, and the habeas corpus, is
broad and comprehensive. It is possible that
with a Napoleon or a Cromwell, clothed with
this provisional dictatorship, there would be an

end of our republican institutions, and the be¬
ginning of an imperial establishment; but there
is not the slightest danger of an abuse of his
authority by President Lincoln for ambitious
purposes. We all know that hie ambition is
limited to the suppression of this rebellion; but,
if it .wcro not, we all knew that he would be
utterly powerless to employ the intelligent,
liberty-loving soldiers- of tbe Union in any
movement involving tbe suppression of our

regular Presidential election.
We therefore entertain no apprehensions of

evil results to the reserved rights of tho States
or the liberties of the people from these extra¬
ordinary powera with which Congress is clothing
the President.. On the other hand, as these laws
will be passed over to the next administration,
they may even then be turned to good account
in tbe application of their pains and penalties
to the abolition disorganizes of the North after
the rebels of the South shall have been reduced
to their proper allegiance. Meantime, accept¬
ing the plea of imperious necessity, we cheer¬
fully consent to this transformation of onr

President Into a temporary dictator. We cheer¬
fully consent, in view of the great object ef
concentrating the forces and resources of the
loyal States against those of tbe rebellion, and
in the belief that this is the shortest way to tbe
restoration of the Union. We cheerfully con¬
sent to surrender for tbe present some of the
privileges, immunities, exemptions and bless¬
ings of peace, to push on this war, upon which
depends the very life of the nation.
Upon this point the patriotism of the loyal

States is surely equal to that self-sacrificing fa¬
naticism which governs the people of the rebel¬
lions States. Those people are under the most
terrible despotism ever known in modern times.
They bear it, they sustain it, and they submit
to conscriptions, cruelties, extortions, priva¬
tions, spoliations, losses end sufferings painful
to contemplate, under the belief that all theee
things are demanded of them to ssoure
the independence of their Southern confede¬
racy, and under the belief, too, that, with
this object secured, they will have a better
government, and a new career of happi¬
ness, security and prosperity. Are not,
then, the people of the loyal States equal te the
ta«k of sustaining, in a comparatively light de¬
gree, the burdens of a struggle upon which not
only the life of the government, but the safety
of the property, the home and the ' sebold
gods of every man in the country depends?
The intelligent reader will need no prompting
to an*wcr this question.

Out wc concur in these war incisures of Con

giws from still another view of the subject
They will admonish the great Powers of Eu¬
rope that foreign intervention against the Union
is not to be thought of, and that they can only
intervene in support nf the cause of the Union.
Thus Louis Napoleon may, perhaps, be con¬

vinced that the time has arrived when, acting
upon Mr. Seward's Congressional peace propo¬
sition, be may say to Jeff. Davis and his confede¬
rates: Further resistance against the federal gov¬
ernment is worse than useless. Accept the
friendly offices of France in behalf of your sub¬
mission to the Union, or prepare for the conse¬

quences. But in every view of the subject,
foreign end domestic, we are prepared to sus¬

tain these war measures of Congress, and to
support the President even as n temporary
diotator. Let us support him, and all that we
have lost may ba restored ; but if we abandon
him all that we have may be lost.

Th« EnS of the Rebellioa and the War-
Mr. Seward's Proposltloa aad French
Medlatlwa.
The proposition of Mr. Seward to the Emperor

of the French, to put an end to our domestic
war and prevent future hostilities, by admitting
to their vacant seats in Congress the representa¬
tives of the Legislatures and of the people of1
the several States sow In rebellion, has given
rise to muoh discussion, about the propriety of
the course of the Secretary of State, aad a great
deal of speculation as to the probable action of
the French government. The proposition of
Mr, Seward has been denounced by some and
ridiculed by other jouriials; but its wisdom
and humanity' will be demonstrated by the
happy results. It is coateaded that If Louis Na¬
poleon should Intervene it would not be in favor
of the Union, but in the interest of the rebellious
States, for which he has hitherto exhibited so
much sympathy. Now, we deny the premises

whioh this argument rests. There is no evi¬
dence that the Emperor of the French has ever
shown any favor to the rebels or sympathy with
their cause. The English government, indeed,
have stated through their organs that, he made
a proposition to them to recognise the
independence of the Southern confedera¬
cy.a proposition by declining which they
lag claim to much magnanimity. But we
have not yet seen any proof of the allegation,
and it was probably set afloat by John Bull for
tho purpose of embroiling France with the
United States. One fact is worth a thousand
conjectures or unsupported assertions. The
Emperor has never permitted any privateers to
be fitted up ia French ports against the mer¬

chant marine of the United States. The British
government has permitted the Alabama and
other armed rebel vessels to be built under
their very nose to war upon our commerce. It
is through the connivance of the British govern¬
ment that the blockade is so frequently run

from the port of Nassau by vessels carrying
goods contraband of war. Yet we are told
England is strictly neutral and France the
friend of the South.
The very reverse of this is true. France was

the friend of the United States in their struggle
with the tyrant George III. it was through her
aid in arms, men, money aud ships that the war
resulted at last in the triumph of the American
cause. This was in the reign of a king.the
unfortunate Louis XVL But the same friendship
for this country was illustrated when France
was a republic, and the victor of Marengo her
First Consul. In 1803 Napoleon sold Louisi¬
ana to Jefferson, in behalf of the United states,
tor a mere trifle. He did so, not eniy from here¬
ditary friendship to the Union, bet from here¬
ditary enmity to its baffled foe. He desired to
see the American republic a counterpoise to
tbe maritime supremacy of England; and Na¬
poleon III. would not be the nephew of bis
ancle, or be true to the traditions of Franoe, if
he did not desire the same thing. From tbe
beginning of this war British statesmen and
their organs have never ceased to exult in the
division of the republic, because they feared
and hated it as the naval and commercial rival
of England. They have openly declared that
they consider the severance of the Union as an

accomplished, final and fixed fact, and that this
result is for the benefit of mankind in general
and the British empire in particular. The chief
reason they allege for refusing to join N apo-
leon in friendly mediation Is that the effort
might result in reconciliation, whereas, by let¬
ting the belligerents fight it out. they would
not only be rendered harmless to John Bull for
a long time to come, but their eternal separa¬
tion would be secured. To accomplish this our

amiable cousins are willing to sacrifice cotton
for years to come, and even to risk a revolution
at home. No such sentiment animates the breast
of Napoleon. He desires the restoration of the
Union and a speedy peace.

It is highly probable, therefore, that he will
not only accept the proposition of Mr. Seward,
but ask the other crowned heads of Europe to
unite with him in supporting it. If any or ull of
them refuse, he will nevertheless go forw ard
himself, and place them in a false position. He
will say to Mr. Seward: " I agree to your plan,
and 1 will lay it before the Southern con¬

federacy." Of course the Secretary of State
and the President, by whose authority the pro¬
position was made, must agree.they are bound
by their own offer, which they made in good
faith. If the Confederate government also agree,
then an armistice will of course fellow, and. the
representatives from the Southern States taking
their places in Congress, there will be an

amnesty and oblivion of the past, and,
after calm deliberation, guarantees for
the future can be adopted and inserted in
the constitution. The bill prohibiting the
return of the Southern representatives to their
seats can have no legal efficacy, ft is not
competent to members of Congress from one

section of the country to disfranchise another
section, and keep the seats of its representatives
vacant, or fill thorn with bogus mombers not
elected according to law. Congress cannot
change the constitution. Nor will the Exeautive
give any aid in carrying out so revolutionary
a measure. Tha emancipation proclamation,
moreover, will fall to the ground, as ao mncb
waste paper, and the confiscation acta will share
the lame fate. The judiciary.one of the three
eo-erdinata branches of the government, and
that to which is specially assigned the duty of
expounding the constitution.wrill pronounce
all such laws null and void. The Emperor of
France, on his part, will insist on tbe fulfilment
ef the treaty by which Louisiana was sold to
our government. One of the conditions was,
tbnt the municipal rights of the French citizens
then Inhabiting that territory should be strictly
preserved. Among those rights was that of
holding negro slaves; and it belongs to those
people and their descendants to forego that
right if they think proper; hut it is not law¬
fully in the nower of the general govern

ment to deprive them of it by force.
On the other hand. If the rebel authorities should
decline to accept the offer made to them through
the Emperor of the French, they would be put
completely in the wrong, and the Southern
people, who are thoroughly aick of the war,
would be rery likely to rise against them and
bring back their States by a counter revolution,
to say nothing of the probability of Nspoloon
oompelling the Richmond Cabinet to succumb,
by sending his legions now in Mexico aero?*
the Texan frontier, by aiding the Union arras

to crush the rebellion by land and by sea, and
by enlisting in the interests of peace and the
oause of humanity the whole civilized world.
We shall therefore look forward with great

interest to the rqply of Napoleon, and hope
that not only will it be favorable, but that his
diplomatic negotiations may be completed in
time to permit the President to call for the
Fourth of July an extra session of Congress, to
represent overy State, South and North, East
and West, and thus to solve the problem of a

permanent peace, and what George Washington
declared to be the first essential to the very ex¬

istence of the States as an independent Power,
"their indissoluble Union under one federal
head."
The Spectre sf McClellan PrtghUntag

Che Itfgerfceads.
After Brutus and Caasius and the other oon-

sptraters had put Julius Caesar oat of their way
his spectre troubled them- They easily dis¬
posed of Cmsar's body; hut his spirit would not
down at their bidding. An unwelcome visitor
at every feast, a grim admonition at every coun¬

cil, an awful warning in the camp near Sardis,
came Cesar's memory and Cesar's ghost, with
the prediction. "Thou shalt see me atPhilippi."
So the spectre of General McClellan haunts
the niggerbeads. They shriek with rage and
fear in the balls of Congress at the bare men¬
tion of his name. They lose no opportunity of
villifying and slandering him in their treason¬
able papers. Just as Brutus, in the dead of
night, saw Ceesar stalk terribly before him,
so Mephistopheles Stevens was appalled by
thespectre ofMcClellan duriug the debate upon
the Conscription bill on Tuesday last. Hence
the production of the letter from General Scott,
on file in the War Department, in which the
veteran complains of certain ''irregularities" in
the conduct of General McClellan in neglecting
to report directly to him instead of to the Pre¬
sident or the Secretary of War. This letter has
greatly rejoiced the niggerbeads; but we doubt
that it will at all injure the gallant General
whom they have so consistently assailed.

Mephistopheles Stevens has shown himself no
friend of General Scott in exhuming this letter.
It was the trick of a base political partisan,
blinded by malice and careless of consequences.
The letter, it will be observed, was read by
Mr. Stevens without the least explanation of
the peculiar circumstances under which the
"irregularities'7 complained of occurred. If those
circumstances were fully known General Mc-
Clellan'a conduet would vindicate itself. Sec¬
retary Stauton. who is aware of the reasons why
McClellan did not always report to General
Scott, has added another to his many mean¬
nesses by allowing that letter to be produced
without the appropriate commentary. In his
desire to injure McClellan he has again exposed
his own contemptible, petty spite to public re¬

probation. Suppose that General McClellan
bad, at that time, positive orders from the Pre¬
sident end the Secretary of War to report to
them, and not to General Scott, bow would the
case stand than? Secretary Stanton knows
whether or not such orders were issued; and, if
they were, be has been guilty of the most de¬
spicable connivance with falsehood in allowing
Stevens to product General Scott's letter with¬
out explaining the circumstances under which
McClellan acted. We know that at that pe¬
riod General Scott waa extremely obnoxious
to the Secretary of War: that the President and
the Secretary both considered the veteran too
old and ill for farther service; that they wished
to remove him, but "let I dare not wait upon I
would;" that soon afterwards his resignation
was accepted and McClellan appointed iu bis
place; that for some months prior to this ac¬

ceptance of Scott's resignation McClellan was

virtually regarded and treated as the Coin
mander-in-Chief by the President, the Secretary
of War aad all their friends and favorites.
These facts were openly talked about in Wash¬
ington, and are embalmed not only in
the correspondence of our newspapers, but
in tbe diaries of Count Gurowski and Bull
Run Russell, both of whom were then admitted
to the confidences of our highest officials.
What is more natural, therefore, than that the
Rrerfident and his War Secretary should have
privately directed McClellan to deal with them,
and not with General Scett?
On the 4th of October. 1861, when General

Scott wrote that letter, he thus describes his
condition:."I am unable to ride in tbe saddle
or walk, by reason of dropsy in my feet and
legs, and paralysis in tbe small of the back.*'
More than this, lie had not yet recovered from
the chagrin and mortification can-oil by the
defeat of our army at Bull run.the first battle
about which General Scott ever consulted the
politicians, and the first he ever lost. Tbe
veteran General instinctively felt that be was

being unjustly assailed by the very abolition
cliquo which had previously urged him "onward
to Richmond," and although be did not, per¬
haps, fully understand the intrigues against
him, he knew that his removal was strenuously
demanded. We can readily appreciate the
spirit in which the old hero regarded tbe appa¬
rent "neglects" of subordinate generals during
this period. Even unintentional slights pain
the recipient deeply when circumstances indi¬
cate that his power is waning. This letter,
Uen, was like a spoonful of that "baaty
pate of soup" which scalded the General
jmt before his Mexican campaign. It was writ¬
ten not as a grave charge of insubordination
agaast General McClellan, but because the
vete an's amour proprt was wounded by the In-
diffewnce of McClellan's superiors, nod be¬
cause be thought he saw in McClellan's "ne¬

glects' a hint of a desire to get rid of the war¬

worn nldier. We can readily excuse General
Scott fot writing snch a letter under sack cir-
cumstamss; but there is no excuse for the
meanness of Stanton and Stevens in making the
letter pub'.ic. It is of a piece, however, with
the usual treatment of McClellan by the nigger-
heads. Tbty oould not win him to their dis¬
graceful sclemes, and so they ileleruiiued to
ruin him. Me do not believe that they greatly
congratulate themselves upon their success. In
vein did they withhold reinforcements and sup-
plios at the boo- of his greatest need. General
McClellan did lot die before Richmond In
vein did tbey heap insult and contumely upon
McClellan at Alexandria. The osmotic t^one-

ral did not retire from the army, but IflbW It
fight m a common soldier, la rain did they at¬
tempt to succeed without him. When Us
crossed into Maryland the niggarheads felt oa
their knees to the man they had persecuted,
and begged him to save Washington. In vain
did they dismiss him from his command after
that glorious day at Antietam. when be once
more rescued his chief persecutors from cap¬
ture by the rebels. They met their Philippi at
1 rede rick*burg. General McClellan is now the
most popular general in the country, and may
bo President, if he desires it, in lst>4. The
niggerheads know this, and hate kini accord¬
ingly. This new attack upon him, like all pre¬
vious slanders, will only increase his popu¬
larity We call upon General Scott to set the
matter right. He is an old soldier, and will net
see another soldier sutfer because of a m scon-

ception and misconstruction of this letter to the
War Department. Let him explain this letter,
as Stanton or Stevens should have done. He ie
now well informed, doubtless, in regard te the
intrigues then in progress against him, and cam
clear McClellan'a reputation as a faithful and
obedient soldfcr. V his rheumatism Will uei
permit General Scott to write the few word*
necessary for this purpose, we will tend him
one of our phonographic reporters, to whom he
can dictate Us remarks, and then the pnhMa
will soon be informed trfiether or not General
McClellan obeyed enperto orders in net«e»
porting certain army details te hiolisiiflot
General Scott.
Th* Poor Grekliy Few..There ie some be¬

nevolence in this world after all. The most
needy.though the least deserving.object of
charity is not overlooked. Little children pity
poor Greeley. In addition to the one eent with
which a boy started the Greeley fund, we havw
received the subscription referred to in the fol¬
lowing clever letter:.

TO THE EDITOR Or THE HEBAI.D.
Roomaro, N. Y., Feb. tt, IMS.

In your paper of yesterday you auuounca thai a little
boy bad sent "poor Ureeloy" a nickel cent, and as every¬
body knows ho is an object of charity, and as pa has con¬
siderable or this world's goods, i send "poor dreeley" two
cent? in postage currency, or ralber I send htm a lire oent
note, which, as pu says, is worth only about two osnts In
gold slnco the Tribune and other abolitionists have aban¬
doned the idea of restoring the Union and are "going IE
blind" on the nigger.
You must not publish my name: for pa takes the Damr

Hkjui.d, and would be sure to boo it, and then I should get
a "licking" for spending money on so miserable an object
as "poor Greeley." CflABUEY RAY.
We hope that Charley's "pa" will reserve faki

"lickings" until after the war, and then catch
poor Greeley and "lick" him soundly and.
heartily. The poor Greeley fund now amounte
to three cents in nickel, or one nickel cent and
one five cent postage note. Poor Greeley may
obtain this amount by applying at this office,
with a clean face and the proper credentials.

Napoleon Skndimi Piwbsts to Trxas..We
sae by the latest advices that a number of
French priests and women belonging to reli¬
gious orders are en route for Texas. Texas, ww
presume, means Mexico. It is evident the Em-
peror intends using all means in his power to
bring the Mexican expedition to a fortanate is¬
sue, and that with a view to this accomplish¬
ment he is following out as nearly as he oaa the
example we set for him in our Mexican cam¬

paign. It will be remembered that President
Polk wished to send to Mexico, with General.
Scott, Archbishop Hughes, who was to use Ma
influence in Mexico as the vicar of Christ Na¬
poleon, who has obtained all the details of our
movements in that country, is following out our
programme as nearly as be can, which is a great
compliment, as all are aware that imitation la
the most sincere flattery.

THE PRIVATEER ALARAMA.
IIimpii, N. 8., Feb. M, 1M.

The schooner Was. Statro, (Tom Trinidad, has arrive*
here. She makes the followlog report:.
Oe February 10, In latitude 31, longitude Si, exchanged

eigne!* with the Alabama. She Bret showed the (Mmft
and then the Coafederate flag.

TheJIeaiter Iroa-Clade.
Husoitin, Feb. 3d, 1MB.

Hon. Git>EOi« Wbi.lm, Secretary of the Navy:.
8m.I see by the public press that the government is

about to construct several large sea-gulag troo clad ebtpar
of war. These vestal* are intruded, aa I understand, ta
be about Hie same length and t>iaa aa the Stevens Battery j
and one of them now uader contract with Mr. Webb, ef
New York, it is said, will cost $4,000,000.

I propose to relieve the taverniner.l of all risk as to the
success of at least one of those vereeis by obligating my-
oe if to complete the Stevens Battery, end deliver her,
ready lor service, on the following terms, viz.

1. Thai .-he shall bo impeuetrable to the most destruc¬
tive missile flred from the most powerful gun (with ltd
ordinary eertloe charge) now used in our I>wn or in any
Kuropean naval service, to be tried upon her at abort
rn*ge.-ay 220 yard*.

2. That she shall havn greater speed than any other
iron dad war steamer In the world

3. That she shell be more manageable and more quickly
turned and manoeuvred thau any other large armed aa*
fiing steamer.

4 That sim shall have as armament capable of throw¬
ing a broadside at least equal to that of any ship now
afloat

ft. That sbc shall be delivered to the government cons
plot'* and ready for aervico within nine months from the
tune the order la given for (be sum ol $i,A0e,00u. but an
payments will l>n required until she shall be ready for de¬
livery ;>i ovlded, bun ever, that the nil ftwiMU'o* by ma
of these conditions ts not to rest upon theoretical opin¬
ions. but (if desired) shall be brought to practical teste.
the icst or ber seagoing qunllt.es to D# a voyaget*
Charleston bar and a k to New York harbor.
The . ouditlons attached to tbia offer, If fulfilled, wool*

make the ship the moat powerful and afQcient war at-risn
er in the wor'd, st a cost to the government far less tbaat
that of toe Warrior or La Gioire, or than that of any other
ship of the same sire and quality. She could also beceee-
pleiod in less than half tbo time II would require to balid
a new -hip. If she should prove a failure, tbo whole loos
fails upon mo, sod not upon the government.
Ur I will transfer the vessel to the government as aha

ni w stands.liaviDg bcr bull, boilers, engines and ma¬
chinery nearly all complete.for her coal lo me (any
$2u'iprovided she m then finished by ibeta on my
general pi iq. I estimate she woold then cent the govern
ment In sll $1 OOO.OCD.

This arrangement would giva the government the benefln
of the 9a00,000 heretofore expended by them on the Skip,
and which was relinquished by the anion of the last Cti-
greas. A* will be leen from the last off*r. I do not
pone to make any proBt out of the government, hot de¬
sire the complotme of the veeael for the cattonal goody,
and to protect the reputation of my brother and myeair
from the d'scredit of any failure, ihat she may be oaa-
pleted on our plana, that we may not be held reepenelhto
tor the success Of the plans of others E. A. STEVENS.

P. S .If lime le of greet mportam-e to the government,
the veaeel could bo completed la much lets time, hot «f
course st ea Increased coot.

Waeoisoron, Feb 3B, IBB*
The proposition of Mr. Stevens baa been rejected by

Secretary Welles. It has, however, been placed before thw
aarai committees of Congress, and it la piobnble the*
directions will be given to tbo Secretary of the Navy *.
accept a proposition in every way so generous and lane
Octal to tbe public service.

Immaea* tlaloa fllaee Goavaatloa at tar-
Blaaepulla, Imd.

IffbianapoiJe, Jan 18,1*98.
The Union Masa Coovtstion to-day wan the largeot avar

held hero. Thorn ware over 80,000 percent pi Thw
proceedings opened with prayer by Bishop Amas. Gov

ernor J amos A. Wright, of ladtoaa, proeidod. There was

¦peaking from three standi. Governor Joanson, of Tea

nesste; Hon. Sam GaUoway, aad Ber. B. f. Carey worn

among the speakers.
Revelations were passed reafflrmtng devotion to the

federal Lniou aad a hearty support to the guvernnieel la

a vigorous proeeenlien of the war until Iho rnbellton In

orusbed oil. deprecating all truckling arm 1st Ices and juf
g:mg conventions with tmltere.n arms u "weak Invea

l oh of the acamv" that asnnoi be ooteruined a single
m-mcnt by loy*i «very uieeeure that the
Prrriden' Oa* adopted for the suppreoeion of Ilia rebel
tw.i declaring ihat tbe loyal poople of Indi.ea will arvor

«,,. mlt w the w.H»4rew*I of a auto from the Paleu, or
the f^in$U-- of lyu c^advrac|


